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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Rule and Chapter numbering system in this document is intended to be consistent with the Rule and Chapter numbering system of the “Joint Rules of the Senate of Representatives and Senate of the YMCA Texas Youth Legislature”, hereafter Joint Rules.  Therefore, you will find gaps between Rule numbers and Chapter numbers in this document.  You will also find that the subject matter discuss within a Rule and Chapter section of this document matches the Rule and Chapter section of the Joint Rules.

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION AND PRECEDENCE 

Pursuant to and under the authority of Section 11, Article III, Texas Constitution, and notwithstanding any provision of statute, the Senate adopts the following rules to govern the operations and procedures of the Senate. The provisions of the Joint Rules and these rules shall be deemed the only requirements binding on the Senate under Section 11, Article III, Texas Constitution, notwithstanding any other requirements expressed in statute.

RULE 1. DUTIES AND RIGHTS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

CHAPTER A. DUTIES AS PRESIDING OFFICER 

Section 1. APPOINTMENT OF TEMPORARY CHAIR.

The president shall have the right to name any member to perform the duties of the chair and may name a member to serve as temporary chair by delivering a written order to the chief clerk. The permanent president pro tempore shall, in the absence or inability of the president, call the senate to order and perform all other duties of the chair in presiding over the deliberations of the senate and perform other duties and exercise other responsibilities as may be assigned by the president. If the senate is not in session, and a permanent president pro tempore has not been named, or if the president pro tempore is not available or for any reason is not able to function, the president may deliver a written order to the chief clerk naming the member who shall call the senate to order and preside during the president's absence. Any temporary char shall serve at the pleasure of the president. 

RULE 4. FLOOR PROCEDURE 

CHAPTER C. SPEAKING AND DEBATE 

Section 1. ADDRESSING THE SENATE.

When a member desires to speak or deliver any matter to the senate, the member shall rise and respectfully address the president, president pro tempore or temporary chair as "Mister (or Madam) President" and, on being recognized, may address the senate from the appropriate floor microphone, and shall confine all remarks to the question under debate, avoiding personalities. 

RULE 5. ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CALENDARS 

Section 1. DAILY ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Each time the senate convenes, the daily order of business shall be as follows: 

1) Call to order by speaker. 

2) Roll call of members. 

3) Prayer by chaplain, unless the invocation has been given previously on the particular calendar day. 

4) Excuses for absence of members and officers per Rule 4, Section 3.

5) Postponed matters to be laid before the senate in accordance with Rule 6, Sections 12 and 13.

6)  Regular Calendar in accordance with Section 6 of this Rule.

Section 2. SENATE CALENDAR OR DOCKET.

Legislative business of the senate shall be controlled by a single calendar, referred to as the senate calendar or docket, which is in an first reported, first placed on docket order with the first bill reported out of any committee being the first bill placed on the senate, the second bill reported out of any committee being the second bill placed on the senate, and so on.

Section 3. CONSIDERATION OF PASSED HOUSE BILLS.

No two senate bills shall be heard consecutively if there are any passed and unheard house bills before the senate.  When a passed house bill is received by the chief clerk, it shall be inserted into the senate calendar in the position immediately following the senate bill currently before the senate or between the next pair of senate bills if there is already a house bill in the next position on the calendar.  As additional passed house bills are received they shall be placed on the senate calendar in an alternating order, inserted in between each pair of docketed senate bills so that no two senate bills are considered consecutively when one or more house bills have been received and have not yet been considered.  Received passed house bills are to be heard in the order they are received by the chief clerk.

Section 4. CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILL ON SAME SUBJECT.

When any senate bill is reached on the calendar or is before the senate for consideration, it shall be the duty of the president to give the place on the calendar of the senate bill to any passed house bill that has been received by the chief clerk and that contains the same subject and to lay the house bill before the senate, to be considered in lieu of the senate bill. 

Section 5. LISTS OF ITEMS ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION.

The chief clerk shall maintain at the clerk’s desk an up-to-date list of the senate calendar including the insertion of passed senate bills as described in Section 3 of this Rule.

Section 6. POSITION ON A CALENDAR.

Once a bill or resolution is placed on the senate calendar under these rules, the bill shall retain its relative position on the calendar until reached for floor consideration.

RULE 12. INTERACTIONS WITH THE GOVERNOR AND SENATE 

CHAPTER A. MESSAGES 

Section 1. MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE.

1) All messages from the house shall be received when announced.  House bills announced as passed shall be read as soon as practicable. 

2) Messages from the house announcing amendments to senate bills and resolutions, nonconcurrence in senate amendments to senate bills and resolutions, requests for conference committees, reports of conference committees, and all other matters of disagreement, amendments, and requests between the two houses, shall go to the president's desk in their regular order, but may be called up for action by the senate at any time as a privileged matter, yielding only to a motion to adjourn. 

CHAPTER B. SENATE AMENDMENTS 

Section 2. SENATE ACTION ON HOUSE AMENDMENTS.

When a bill, resolution, or other matter is returned to the senate with house amendments, the senate may: 

(1) agree to the amendments; or 

(2) disagree to all of the amendments and ask for a conference committee; or 

(3) agree to one or more of the amendments and disagree as to the remainder and request a conference committee to consider those in disagreement; or 

(4) agree to one or more and disagree as to the remainder; or 

(5) disagree to all amendments. 

Section 3. ADOPTION OF HOUSE AMENDMENTS FOR BILLS WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT.

If a bill is to go into immediate effect, house amendments thereto must be adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the elected membership of the senate. 

