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YMCA TEXAS yoUTH and gOVERNMENT

“Democracy must be learned by each generation in order for it to survive”

Dear Administrator, 

Since 1946, YMCA Texas Youth and Government has brought the best and brightest of Texas schools together to experience the law making process first hand. This year, your school has been chosen as part of our YG Student Ambassadors program to nominate 5 qualified students to attend our Annual District Conference on Saturday, December 10, 2011 and then to bring the students to the State Conference, Thursday, January 26th to Sunday, January 29th of 2012.

The YMCA Texas Youth and Government (YG) program provides outstanding students, in grades 6-8 and 9-12, with the skills and confidence necessary for inspired and principled leadership. Hosted at the state capitol in Austin, Youth and Government’s Annual State Conference invites high school students from around Texas to guide their own ideas through our model legislative process while interacting with students serving in all 3 branches of our unique model government program. 

In addition, your students will have the opportunity to continue their experience as servant leaders for your school and community through establishing a Youth and Government program at your school or through their local YMCA.  Whether it is personal growth, focused leadership development, or career exploration, we are confident that this Youth and Government experience will be a defining moment for the students you nominate.

Registrations from qualified students are currently being accepted.  We recommend that you identify your students quickly so that they will not miss out on this opportunity.  Acceptance to attend the District Conference, as Ambassadors will be filled on a first come, first serve basis.  To nominate your school’s students: 

1. Identify 5 students and a school representative to attend the District Conference on December 10, 2012 at Jack E. Singley Academy in Irving, TX.   Complete the Registration form for each student and return to your YMCA representative.  Please nominate students who display leadership potential and showcase community awareness.  Those nominated should be students who will benefit from this immersion in civics.  They should be students who have potential of serving a leadership role for the YG program at your school.  We will work with them along with the school representative to establish a YG program at the school.  
Cost: $38 per student.   Includes conference materials and lunch 

In the event that you have more than five qualified students, you will need to establish a YG club 
at your school; however, the students would not have to do the qualifying assignment this school year.  Your YMCA staff contact will help with this. 
Please note: A student can only be an Ambassador once.  

2. Once you have selected your students and they have submitted the registration form, attend the District Conference.  Students will not be required to submit a qualifying assignment; however, they will be active participants during the conference.  In the morning, they will participate in sessions to help them learn about parliamentary procedures, presenting a bill and how to write a bill.  After lunch, they will experience first hand what they do in a hearing committee.  

3. Once the students and the school representative attend the District Conference, the YMCA staff representative will assist you in preparing these students, along with additional students, to get ready to actively participate at the State Conference in January.  Cost: $320.  Includes lodging, t-shirt, conference materials, and banquet.
Again, on behalf of all of us at YMCA Texas Youth and Government, thank you for taking the time to provide your students with this opportunity, and we look forward to working with you in the near future!
In the spirit of democracy,

Ligia Gutierrez

YMCA Texas Youth and Government State Director

lgutierrez@ymcadallas.org
YMCA Texas Youth & Government

1621 W. Walnut Hill Lane  Irving, TX  75038
214-880-9622   1-800-269-9622

